Special Districts of California Board of
Directors Special Meeting Rules

From the Manual:

2. Special meetings are meetings called by the presiding officer or a
majority of the legislative body and may be held at any time subject to a
24-hour notice requirement. Such written notice must be delivered to each
member of the legislative body (unless waived in writing by that member)
and to each local newspaper of general circulation, and to each radio

and television station that has requested such notice in writing. Only the
business set forth in the notice may be considered at the meeting.25

Note 25 reference California Code 54956

GOVERNMENT CODE - GOV

TITLE 5. LOCAL AGENCIES [50001 - 57607] ( Title 5 added by Stats. 1949, Ch. 81.)

DIVISION 2. CITIES, COUNTIES, AND OTHER AGENCIES [53000 - 55821] ( Division 2 added by Stats. 1949,
Ch. 81.)

PART 1. POWERS AND DUTIES COMMON TO CITIES, COUNTIES, AND OTHER AGENCIES [53000 -
54999.7] ( Part 1 added by Stats. 1949, Ch. 81.)

CHAPTER 9. Meetings [54950 - 54963] ( Chapter 9 added by Stats. 1953, Ch. 1588.)

54956.

(a) A special meeting may be called at any time by the presiding officer of the legislative body of a local
agency, or by a majority of the members of the legislative body, by delivering written notice to each
member of the legislative body and to each local newspaper of general circulation and radio or
television station requesting notice in writing and posting a notice on the local agency’s Internet Web
site, if the local agency has one. The notice shall be delivered personally or by any other means and shall
be received at least 24 hours before the time of the meeting as specified in the notice. The call and
notice shall specify the time and place of the special meeting and the business to be transacted or
discussed. No other business shall be considered at these meetings by the legislative body. The written
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notice may be dispensed with as to any member who at or prior to the time the meeting convenes files
with the clerk or secretary of the legislative body a written waiver of notice. The waiver may be given by
telegram. The written notice may also be dispensed with as to any member who is actually present at
the meeting at the time it convenes.

The call and notice shall be posted at least 24 hours prior to the special meeting in a location that is
freely accessible to members of the public.

(b) Notwithstanding any other law, a legislative body shall not call a special meeting regarding the
salaries, salary schedules, or compensation paid in the form of fringe benefits, of a local agency
executive, as defined in subdivision (d) of Section 3511.1. However, this subdivision does not apply to a
local agency calling a special meeting to discuss the local agency’s budget.

(c) For purposes of subdivision (a), the requirement that the agenda be posted on the local agency’s
Internet Web site, if the local agency has one, shall only apply to a legislative body that meets either of
the following standards:

(1) A legislative body as that term is defined by subdivision (a) of Section 54952.

(2) A legislative body as that term is defined by subdivision (b) of Section 54952, if the members of the
legislative body are compensated for their appearance, and if one or more of the members of the
legislative body are also members of a legislative body as that term is defined by subdivision (a) of
Section 54952.

(Amended by Stats. 2011, Ch. 692, Sec. 9. (AB 1344) Effective January 1, 2012.)
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